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Director of Ceremonies, 

Chief Executive Officer of NDTC, 

Representatives of the Diamond sector  

Representatives of the Mining Industry 

Distinguished guests 

Ladies and gentlemen: 

 

It is my distinct honour and privilege to witness the 

commendable efforts made by the diamond sector 

to continue finding meaningful ways to create and 

strengthen effective collaboration among all 

players in the diamond sector. I, in particular, wish to 

thank the NDTC and all other stakeholders in the 

sector, for spearheading the process to bring all 

diamond players under one roof.  

 

Although the concept of a diamond hub is not new 
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to the diamond sector across the globe, it is, indeed, 

a new concept for Namibia.   

 

What you have collectively achieved with the 

diamond hub is, indeed, in line with the 

Government's vision for the establishment of a 

downstream diamond industry in a professional, 

socially responsible, commercially viable and 

sustainable manner that satisfies the aspirations of 

government, the international diamond industry 

and other important key stakeholders.  

 

The diamond hub also provides adequate 

information to visitors about who does what and on 

the operations of the various diamond companies.    

 



3 

In creating a one-stop-shop, you are without doubt   

demonstrating the fact that there are collaborative 

ways and means as well as profound goodwill 

among the players in the sector. Let us, therefore, 

continue to work towards creating standards which 

are amongst the best in the world to earn our rightful 

place not just as a diamond producing country but 

one stellar of note. 

 

The long-term benefits of a diamond hub are that it 

will contribute towards drawing attention to new 

investments from diamond technology companies, 

global cutting and polishing companies, and 

drawing investment from diamond-buyers and 

services to support them. 
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As I stated on a previous occasion, the Government 

appreciates the fact that downstream beneficiation 

in Namibia can only be successful on the back of a 

successful tripartite partnership between the 

Government, NDTC and the cutting and polishing 

industry. 

The Government will continue to play an active role 

in helping to create a conducive environment that 

will support sustainable growth of downstream 

beneficiation in Namibia.  

Therefore, as part of the Government's role and 

responsibility, the Ministry of Mines and Energy will be 

focusing on effective monitoring of rough exports 

and imports, exploring ways to streamline the 

process governing the movement of rough 
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diamonds within the borders of Namibia and 

support services to the industry.  

Finally, it is crucial for us all to use the non-renewable 

diamond resources to foster long-term economic 

growth through the private sector to create fiscal 

sustainability, in light of approaching resource 

depletion and also to make the most of the 

remaining diamond deposits. 

With these few remarks, it is now my pleasure to 

officially launch the diamond hub at the 2017 Mining 

Expo.  

 

I thank you. 


